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If we were to condense the teaching of our religion into one 
brief word, that word would have to be love. To begin with, the 
God. whom we worship is love, and. hence it is that “he that loveth 
not knoweth not God.” Furthermore, the revelations of God to 
this world have from first to last been messages of love. For it was 
by what James. calls “the royal law of love,” implanted in their 
hearts, that men first learned to know God; and again, after sin 
had come in between them and God, it was by the still greater Gospel 
of love that they learned to know Him again. “In this was mani- 
fested the love of God toward us, because that God sent His only-. 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through Him.” And 
the Son performed love’s master feat in that passion towards which 
the thoughts of the Christian Church begin to revert again; for 
“greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life 
for his friends.” 

The love of God is a theme on which the holy men of God have 
spoken in terms of the profoundest admiration. In those strange 
words with which Moses before his ascent to Mount Nebo blessed 
the people, words which sound as if they were spoken by one far 
away and up in the clouds, he compresses all his observations of the 
workings of God into these words: “Yea, He loved the people.” 
Solomon has come to view God in like manner; for he says: “His 
delights were with the sons of men.” And John, the distinguished 
advocate of the love of God, exclaims in rapture: “Behold, what 
manner of love the Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should 
be called the sons of God!” 

But there is still another reason why the term love would ex- 
press all that is essentially Christian. In parting from His disciples 
A the Lord said: “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love 
one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another. 
By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love 
one to another.” This love of Christians is the reflex of the love 
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which God’ has EN them; it is thé Gubtlant can of the gracious 


words which have been spoken to them by the Gospel of their Re- k 


deemer. Of this love the Epistle of this Sunday treats. With a 
discourse on love we are to enter upon the Lenten season, being thus 
reminded of what marvelous sacrifices true love is capable, and that 
only that is true love which flows from loyal, firm, and trusting faith 


in Him “who loved us and gave Himself for us.” May the grace’ 


of God now attend our hearts, to the end that I may profitably 
set forth 
THE SURPASSING WORTH OF CHRISTIAN LOVE. 


I would show that 
1. It is an indispensable virtue ; 
2. It is the gentlest virtue; 
3. It is the most enduring virtue. 


aL 

What our text calls charity is virtually love; for all the works 
here ascribed to charity are works of love. That this virtue is in- 
_ dispensable the apostle shows by comparing it with four of the 
‘greatest achievements of man: oratory, learning, deeds requiring 
firm resolution, and philanthropy. He says: “Though I speak with 
the tongue of men ‘and of angels, and have not charity, I am become 
as sounding brass, or a tinkling cymbal. And though I have the 
gift of prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, 
and though I have all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not charity, I am nothing. And though I bestow all my goods 
to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, and have 
not. charity, it profiteth me nothing.” The plain teaching of these 
words is that there is nothing good in this world, unless it proceed 
from love and become an expression of love. 

Many and manifold are the works of the genius of man, and 
they are entitled to their portion of praise in their sphere. The 
mind deeply dyed in the knowledge of things, and the causes and 
uses of things; the fascinating speaker, who keeps his audience 
spell-bound, or raises them to an elevated plane of thought by the 
‚ power of his masterly discourse; the poet, who charms us with the 


beauty of his thoughts and the music of his rhythm; the leader of | 


men in critical times, who by the strength of his will and the force 
of his convictions presses forward against all odds, and removes 
mountains of difficulties; the sympathizer with suffering mankind, 
who spends his fortune and his life in alleviating the sorrows of his 
weaker and more helpless brethren, — all these have performed feats 
which have elicited from their fellowmen liberal rounds of applause, 


and their names have been recorded on the pages vf history for a’ 


memorial and an example to the generations following. Nor does 
Scripture deny the value of these achievements; it does, however, 
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call our attention to a fatal defect in these Dread che of man, “the 
lack of love in them. 

A closer look at most of the famous works of men reveals the 
fact that they possess the luster of gold without its precious quality. 
Through them, too, the unconquerable pride of the human heart has 
found a vent, and they have been food for its ruling vices. The 
grandest eloquence has been employed to dress up a pernicious 


falsehood, and to intoxicate vast assemblies with the strong wine 


of carnal passions; marvels of learning there have been who have 
not only treated contemptuously the truth of the divine Word, but 
‚who have also sneered at the attempts of their brethren to improve 
the condition of mankind; the more they learned, the less, it seemed, 
they believed. Startling movements of a religious or a political 
character have carried multitudes along with the mighty force of 
an avalanche, working changes that were claimed to be lasting, but 
were wiped out within a man’s life, till not a trace of them remained. 
Even enterprises of charity, the best that the world has produced, 
have been cold affairs, wonderful machines, but dead. 

One work alone has had an abiding value, the work of our 
sufiering Savior. Even in His human nature He was.an eloquent 


preacher, a learned master in Israel, an undaunted leader of men, 


and His works of charity are untold. But He used all His excellent 
qualities, and performed all His blessed works only in the interest 
of love. His work alone has been an unalloyed blessing to the world. 
His eloquence was charity, for it rectified the vain eloquence of false 
teachers; His knowledge was charity, for it gave hungering souls 
satisfaction where the cold knowledge of the world had sent them 


away empty. The faith which He proclaimed caused men to look up” 


to their loving Father in heaven, not to the scanty resources of 
their own mind. And in this spirit His followers in all ages have 
quietly, humbly, but lovingly done work which the great world has 
not regarded, but which bears the stamp of the divine approval. 
They truly love men, and hence, there is a different ring in what 
they say, a richer relish in their knowledge, a more uplifting en- 


thusiasm in their enterprises, and a warmer heart in their charity. 


One grain of their love outweighs tons of learhing, courage, elo- 
quence of the world, and all that is great and famous among unlov- 
ing men is surpassed by their humble deeds of love. It is by the 
amount of love which we have put into our labors that the value of, 
those labors will have to be determined. 


Pe 
Love has a peculiar method of work, and in this method lies 
the secret of its success. The apostle says: “Charity suffereth long, 
and is kind; charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not itself, is 
not puffed up, doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, 
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is not easily provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, 
but rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all things, 
hopeth all things, endureth all things.” Here is a long catalogue 
of fifteen noble marks of love, by which the apostle shows what love 
is, and what it is not. When speaking of love, he, of course, has 
in mind a loving person. He means to set before us some disciple 
of the loving Savior, and to invite our attention, saying: “Look 
what kind of a person love has made out of this man! Behold how 
‚patient he is! He has been wronged: he has been made to hear’ 
unkind words; and the injustice done him grieves him sorely. But 
he makes no wrathful reply, nor does he plan revenge. He commits 
‘the matter to the Lord, and thus puts it entirely off his mind; he 
turns to his offender with kind proposals, being more concerned that 
the offender should make his peace with God than that he should 
triumph in having humbled his offender. Behold how unselfish and 
contented he is! He has been surpassed in some achievement by a 
brother, but the praises which the brother receives do not grate 
harshly upon his ear, cause him no unrest, do not make his eye evil 
in attempting to discover a flaw in the brother’s work; but he 
heartily joins in the praise of others, and finds cause for gratitude 
in the brother’s work. He is himself a person of eminent quality, 
and is esteemed for his information, his practical sense, his influence, 
or his wealth; but he does not allow these qualities to turn his head, 
he does not obtrude his greatness to the public gaze, demanding 
admiration, and becoming impatient if that admiration is not forth- 
coming as readily and as liberally as he expected. He is not stub- 
born, heady, brawling, provoking, but modest and retired, yielding 
and pleasant. Behold how honest and sincere he is! He does not 
laugh in his sleeve at the misfortunes of others, though their mis- 
fortune may be self-wrought and fully merited. He is never satisfied 
with having gained his point at all odds; he heartily despises all 
crookedness, and disdains to accept the least advantage which truth 
and the righteousness of his cause do not place into his hand. And 
how gracious, kind, and forgiving he is in all his conduct! He does 
not lend his hand to spin on the thread of a slanderous report about 
his fellowman; he does not refuse credence to a promise of a fallen 
Christian, to reform; he does not exert himself to discover the dark 
sides of things in order to discourage others, and does not join in 
the general cry of disapproval, when a good undertaking has failed 
after the first attempt; he is fain to try again, and yet again, and 
still more energetically.” : 
Love is the gentlest of the Christian virtues, and the perfect 
type of this love is found in the Savior’s life on earth. Every trait 
here recorded is found in him, and there are scores of instances 
throughout the four Gospels that could be adduced as examples for 
each of them. The ministry of the merciful Jesus is crowded with 
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kind, loving, gentle acts. Such as this epistle describes love to be 
He was, and such He wants His disciples to be. He has left us not 
only His beautiful teaching on the subject, but also the impressive 
example of His own practice. His words we should believe, and 
believing them, we should reduce them to practice in the strength 
of His mighty grace, following in His footsteps and patterning after 
His mind. His love is the sunshine of the life which we now live 
by faith; so let our life become the sunshine of this world, shedding 
its gentle rays upon all our surroundings, and gilding even our 
humblest actions with a luster which the most glorious achievements 
of the worldly mind can never attain. 


3. 

For the love which we practice here below has a still grander 
mission awaiting it beyond, because it is the one ever-enduring 
virtue of Christians. If we are unwilling to ply its gentle task now, 
we will not be given love’s work to do hereafter. The apostle con- 
cludes his wonderful eulogy on love by saying: “Charity never 
faileth; but whether there be prophecies, they shall fail; whether 
there be tongues, they shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it 
shall vanish away. For we know in part, and we prophesy in part. 
But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part 
shall be done away. When I was a child, I spake as a child, I under- 
stood as a child, I thought as a child: but when I became a man, 
I put away childish things. For now we see through a glass, darkly; 
but then face to face: now I know in part; but then I shall know 
even as also I am known. And now abideth faith, hope, and charity, 
these three; but the greatest of these is charity.” In these words 
the apostle goes back, as it were, to the beginning of his discourse, 
and once more inyites attention to those grand achievements of man 
aforementioned, and also to the wonderful deeds which God has 
performed through the agency of man. He pronounces them all 
perishable, short-lived productions, flowers that bloom in the morn- 
ing, and in the evening they are cut down and wither. Prophecies 
fail; languages cease; knowledge vanishes. When the fulfillment 
of the promise has come, there is no longer need of the promise. 
When this babel of voices shall be drowned in the everlasting song 
of triumph, who shall study Latin and Greek, or go in search of 
an interpreter? Yea, on that same day the accumulated wisdom of 
the ages will go up in smoke in the general destruction. Like a 
scroll of parchment it will be consumed and leave not a vestige 
behind. 

Do we not in part perceive this now? Is not the amount and 
the character of our knowledge constantly changing? As we ad- 
vance from childhood to old age, picking up bits of information 
along our way, our knowledge is never at any moment the same that 
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it was a moment ago. ‘We are constantly correcting our mistakes, 
and wrestling with our ignorance. The best schooling and the 


widest reading, however, cannot supply all defects in this respect; 


for even our trainers and tutors are but partially wise. How many 
men have bewailed this imperfection of human knowledge and have 
worried themselves to death over it. Were it not for the full satis- 
faction which faith in the revelation of God’ affords us, we, too, 
should make our lives miserable with remorse over our lack of 
knowledge. Faith gives us a free sweep beyond the limits of man’s 
knowledge into the deep and hidden things of God, bestowing upon 


us the substance of things hoped for, and furnishing us with the 


evidence of things not seen. But the day shall come when also our 
faith shall resign its office, and strong-winged hope shall perch on 
the narrow gate that leadeth to life everlasting. Faith in the 
promises of the great heritage, and hope for the exceedingly great 
measure of glory shall then have become precious realities, which 
we grasp and hold with our hands, tasting and seeing how good the 
Lord is. Faith and hope shall then bid us farewell, so to speak, at 
the pearly gates, content with having brought us that far. But love, 
kind, gentle, patient love, the soul of our Christian life on earth, 
shall accompany us into the realms of bliss. For when there will 
be no more objects for us to believe, no more happy changes to hope 
for, there will still be objects for love. There will be the Lover of 
our souls, Jesus, our blessed Redeemer; there will be the holy 
Trinity, the angels, and the saints. Far from ceasing, love will even 
then rise to its highest degree of perfection and continue loving 
through the never-ending day. 

Is it, then, beloved, worth while to love, and to make the practice 
of love the one absorbing and engrossing passion of our lives? Was 
not the whole learning and sanctity of the Pharisees, the wealth 
and the fame of our Lord’s host, and even the exalted dignity of 
the disciples of the Lord utterly dimmed at that banquet where the 
great sinner broke the alabaster box of sweet ointment over the head 
of the Savior, and her heart paid to Him nobler homage than ever 
He. had received from the rest of the company? “She loved much,” 
the Lord explained to His hearers, and “her name shall be remem- 
bered wherever this Gospel shall be preached,” He stated. He yearns 
for love, then, among His believers. Having loved much Himself, 
He looks for great love in return. He has promised to bear with 
the weakness of our faith; He has promised us enlightenment when- 
ever we lack understanding; He will forgive us seventy times seven 
trespasses; but mark how sensitive He is on this subject of love! He 
notices the least slackening of love, and forthwith comes and tells 
-us: “I have somewhat against thee, because thou hast left thy first 
love.” Now to love Him we must love His brethren here on earth; 
what is done to them in His name He accounts as being done to 
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Him. Let the words of His apostle therefore be constantly sounding. 
in our ears: “Children, love one another!” 


One there is above all others O for grace our hearts to soften ! 

Well deserves the name of Friend: Teach us, Lord, at length to love! 

His is love beyond a brother’s, We, alas! forget too often 

Costly, free, and knows no end: What a Friend we have above. 

They who once its kindness prove But when home our souls are brought, 

Find it everlasting love. We will love Thee as we ought. 
Amen. . 


Funeral Sermon on Hebr, 13, 7. 


(For a Teacher.) 


Is Jesus Curist DEARLY BELOVED FRIENDS AND MourNERS : — 

A little over a-year ago we were gathered together here at the 
burial of the pastor, who för twenty years had faithfully served this 
congregation. To-day we are gathered together here at the burial of 
the teacher, who for thirty-five years has faithfully served this con- 
gregation. The pastor, when asked in his dying moments whether 
he had a message to send to his congregation, replied: “Tell them 
to abide by the Word which I have preached unto them.” The | 
teacher, if we had known that his end was near and would have 
asked him whether he had a message to send to his scholars and 
former scholars, would, no doubt, also have replied: “Tell them to 
abide by the Word which I have taught: them.” Both pastor and 
teacher were sincere believers, true Christians, and both pastor and 
teacher taught those committed to their charge the Word of God. 
At the burial of the pastor I spoke to you on the text: “Remember 
them who have spoken unto you the Word of God.” 1) On this same 
text I would speak to you at the burial of your teacher. Permit me 
to show you with the aid of God’s Holy Spirit 


THAT THE WORDS OF OUR TEXT: “REMEMBER THEM WHO 
»HAVE SPOKEN UNTO YOU THE WORD OF GOD!” APPLY ALSO 
TO A LUTHERAN PAROCHIAL SCHOOL-TEACHER; for 
1. A Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars the 

Word of God, and 


2. His scholars should therefore remember him. 


1. 

“Remember them who have spoken unto you the Word of God,” 
says our text. A Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his 
scholars the Word of God. We Lutherans establish and maintain 
parochial schools, and a Teachers’ Seminary,-which the departed 
attended, in order that our children may daily be instructed in the 
Word of God.. The very call which we extend to a Lutheran paro- , 


1) See Hom. Maa. 7, 105. 
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chial school-teacher obligates him to teach the Word of God. And. 
what his call requires of him he does. 

A Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars God’s 
Word and Luther’s doctrine pure. Besides, the secular branches 
that are usually taught in a school, a Lutheran parochial school- . 
teacher teaches the Catechism. He teaches his scholars the Law 
of God, which tells them how they are to be, what they are to do or 
not to do,—the Law which says: “These words which I command 
thee this day shall be in thine heart; and thou shalt teach them 
diligently unto thy children.” “Ye shall be holy; for I, the Lord, 
‚your God, am holy.” “Cursed be he that confirmeth not all the 
words of this Law to do them! And all the people shall say, Amen.” 
A Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars the Gospel, 
which tells them what God has done and still does for their salva- 
tion, — the Gospel which says: “The blood of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God, cleanseth us from all sin.” “God made Him to be sin for 
us, who knew no sin, that we might be made the righteousness of 
God in Him.” “God so loved the world that He gave His only- 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life” A Lutheran parochial school-teacher 
teaches his scholars the Creed, and they confess: “I believe that 
Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and 
also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord, who has re- 
deemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me 
from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with 
gold or silver, but with His holy, precious blood and with His inno- 
cent suffering and death, that I might be His own, and live under 
Him in His kingdom, and serve Him in everlasting righteousness, 
innocence, and blessedness, even as He is risen from the dead, lives 
and reigns to all eternity. This is most certainly true.” A Lutheran 
parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars that the Sacraments are 
not empty signs, meaningless ceremonies, but powerful and effica- 
cious means of grace; that in Baptism already we have put on 
Christ, were made children of God and heirs of salvation, and that 
in the Holy Communion we receive in, with, and under the bread 
and wine the true body and blood of Christ as a pledge for the re- 
mission of our sins. See, a Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches 
his scholars the Word of God, for he teaches them the Catechism. 

Again, he teaches them Biblical History. He-teaches his scholars 
that God, in the days of yore, fed His people-in the wilderness by 
‘giving them bread from heaven and water out of the rock; that. 
God provided for the widow of Sarepta by sending to her the prophet, 

who said: “The barrel of meal shall not waste, neither shall the 
_ cruse of oil fail;” that Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, and 
thereby filled the hearts of Mary and Martha with unspeakable joy; 
that Jesus Himself, who died on the cross, arose from the dead, and ~ 
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ascended to heaven to prepare us a place, a house of many mansions, 
where God shall wipe away all tears from our eyes, and where there 
shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 


there be any more pain, for the former things are passed away. See, 


a Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars the Word 
of God, for he teaches them Biblical History. 

He teaches them, also, Christian hymns and prayers. He teaches 
them to sing and pray: 


I fall asleep in Jesus’ wounds, 

There pardon for my sins abounds; 

Yea, Jesus’ blood and righteousness 

My jewels are, my glorious dress, 

Wherein before my God I stand 

When I shall reach the heavenly land. 
He xs them to sing and pray: 


Lord Jesus Christ, with us abide, 

For round us falls the eventide; 

Nor let Thy Word, that heavenly light, 
For us be ever veiled in night. 


In these last days of sore distress 
Grant us, dear Lord, true steadfastness, 
That, pure we keep — till life is spent — 
Thy holy Word and Sacrament. 


O grant that in Thy holy Word 

We here may live and die, dear Lord; 
And when our journey endeth here, 
Receive us into glory there. 


A Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches his scholars the Word 
of God, for he teaches them Christian hymns and prayers. 

Finally, he teaches them the secular branches in the light of _ 
God’s Word. When teaching geography, he does not resort to science 
falsely so called and teach the unbiblical theory of evolution, but 
the undeniable biblical fact that God almighty created heaven and. 
earth out of nothing by His mere word in six natural days. And 
when teaching history, he does not try to explain away divine mir- 
acles and say, for instance, that Pharaoh and his army were “over- 
whelmed in treacherous quicksands,” but that Moses at God’s com- 
mand stretched forth his hand over the sea, and the sea ‘returned to his 
strength, and the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 

Thus, my friends, a Lutheran parochial school-teacher teaches 
his scholars the Word of God; and thus, dear members of Immanuel, 
your departed teacher taught your children, and many of you in 
days gone by. He taught you the Law of God, the holy Ten Com- 
mandments; he taught you the Gospel, the glad tidings of the grace 
of God in Christ Jesus; he taught you Christian hymns and prayers 
which comfort and console you in trials and tribulations; and he 
taught you the secular branches in the light of God’s Word. 

Your teacher having taught you the Word of God, it now de- 
volves upon you to remember him, for the text says: “Remember 
them who have spoken unto you the Word of God.” 
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It is a sad fact that many who in their young days attended 
a Lutheran parochial school and there were instructed in the saving 
truths of our Christian religion, in later years forget all about him 
who taught them the Word of God. They do not remember their 
teacher at all. 

Others, again, remember thein teacher, but alas! they do not 
remember him aright. They think of him only in so far as his 
person, gifts, attainments, learning, or ability are concerned. Yes, 
perhaps they think of him even in an unkind and uncharitable , 
“manner. O that none of you may do this! 

No; the right and God-pleasing manner in which scholav and 
former scholars should think of their teacher is, that they remember 
the Word of God which he taught them, and reduce that Word to 
practice. ‘They should ever learn to realize more vividly what a 
great blessing they are enjoying in that from their childhood they 
have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make them wise 
unto salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

. © members of Immanuel! Remember with gratitude to God 
the teacher whom God sent you, and who for thirty-five years taught 
your children the Word of God. The office of a Lutheran teacher 
and organist and choir director, like that of a Lutheran pastor, 
is a very trying one. How much time and patience and prayer and 
diligence does it require! And how harshly and unjustly is a 
teacher, as well as a pastor, often criticised! 

O may you, dear friends, who once sat at the feet of the de- 
parted as scholars, remember him aright! May you remember that 
he spoke unto you and yours the Word of God, which is able to 
“gave your souls. Your teacher was a faithful teacher. You may 
not know it, but J do from personal observation, that often late at 
night, when you and yours had retired to rest, he prepared himself 
conscientiously for the next day’s lessons. And he prepared himself 
daily, although years of experience, we are prone to think, might 
have made that unnecessary. 

Now he has finished his course; he has run his race; he has 
kept the faith; he has received the crown of righteousness which 
the Lord, the righteous Judge, laid up for him. The word of the 
Lord has been fulfilled concerning him: “Where I am, there shall 
also my servant be.” On Thursday morning early, the Lord Jesus 
came quite suddenly and unexpectedly, and said to him: “Thou 
hast been faithful over a few things, I will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy Lord.” | 

May this, dear mourners, be your comfort. Your husband and 
father and brother and teacher and friend has entered into the rest 
that remaineth to the people of God. Let us also labor to enter into 
that rest! 
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And now a few words to you, children of this school, especially 
scholars of the departed’s class. The Advent season has come. The 
Christmas festival is at hand. You know that in these weeks your 
teacher was wont to teach you Christmas hymns and the “old, old 
story of Jesus and His love,” how He was born at Bethlehem, how . 
the angel of the Lord appeared unto the shepherds, saying: “Fear 
not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall 
be to all people. For unto you is born this day, in the city of David, 
a Savior, which is Christ the Lord;” how the multitude of the 
heavenly. host appeared and sang: “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace, good will toward men.” This year your teacher 
will not celebrate Christmas with you here on earth, but he will 
celebrate a far happier Christmas in heaven. There he will see, aye, 
is even now seeing, his Savior face to face, and singing with all 
the angel-choirs and the dear little children that are gathered around. 
Jesus’ throne. But though your teacher is gone, He of: whom your 
teacher spoke, Jesus, the Savior, is still with you. O trust Him, 
love Him, obey Him, and then you, too, one day shall see Him face 
to face, and meet your teacher again who spoke to you of Him. 

Yea, God grant us all, old and young, parents and children, to 
be steadfast in the faith and to receive the end of our faith, even 
the salvation of our soul, for Christ’s sake. Amen. One TK 


Outlines for Lenten Sermons. 


WORDS FROM THE CROSS. 

Last words of Jesus, words of parting, especially sacred and ° 
serious. Words of luster. and comfort particularly in the dark 
moments of life and in the hour of death. Compared by the fathers 
with the seven candles upon the golden candlestick in the tabernacle 
giving light to them that sit in darkness and in the shadow of death. 
With the seven trumpets at the sound of which the walls of ‘sinful 
and accursed Jericho fell. With seven ever-greening leaves which 
Christ, the Vine, sprouted upon the accursed tree of the cross. They 
are His farewell sermon from the pulpit of the cross, words of the 
great Prophet concerning whom the Father said: “Hear ye Him!” 


TE 
Luke 23, 34. 
“Father forgive them; for they kaow not what they do.” 
Maltreated by His people, despised, rejected, reviled, spitted on, 
delivered to the Gentiles, Jesus was sentenced by the Gentile gov- 


ernor, Pontius Pilate, to be crucified. . 
He bare His eross. Behold the man! Suffering—silent. “As a 
lamb is,” ete., “so He openeth not His mouth.” 
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Golgotha — place of sculls. Calvary. The beam is laid on the 
ground. Cross-beam fastened. Jesus laid upon the cross. Nailed | 
through hands and feet. 

“Then.” Most probable, as thinks Chrysostom; then Jesus 
- opened His mouth and said. What? Is it complaint? Curse? Nay; 
hear Him! 

“Father.” Remarkable: not Lord, nor Judge. Although He is 
under judgment in our stead and an inexorable Providence is exact- 
ing the price of the sin of the world which lies upon Him as the 
sacrificial lamb. In spite of all He says: “Father.” In effect: Thou, 
whose will is being done in this awful expiation, who imposest upon 
me this bitter cup that I drink it for the world which Thou lovest, 
who seemest in this tragedy so terrible, Thou art yet my Father. 
Nothing can change this fundamental relation, however much it 
may so seem. Father, in my childhood, temple; Father, all along 
the way, even over Kidron; in Gethsemane; Father, now. Eternal 
Father. 

“Forgive them.” Well may the raging mob about that cross 
be still. Jesus prays— for them. “Forgive;” mark that word. It 
means more than give. It means to give in the intensest form. 
To give in such a way as to leave no after recourse. In effect: 
Father, this act of theirs is an offense against me and Thee. Of 
love didst Thou send me, and of love did I come into this: world. 
Thine Only-Begotten in the flesh, have I ministered in love to this 
people. Mine own received me not, rejected me. Thou beholdest 
mine agony, and it is also Thine. But, Father, also for this sin I 
willingly suffer; do not count it irrevocably against them; for my 
sake, for Thy dying Son’s sake, make them a gift of it, forgive them! 
Here is love at its climax, beyond degree, the heart dissolving love 
that melts the eyes in tears. And, “them.” Sinners? Yes; sinners 
that are slaying the Prince of Life. 

“They know not what they do.” They thought they did. In 
reality they did not. Had some knowledge of their wrong. Were 
guilty. And yet did not know the fullness of their guilt. (Comp. 
IN ct sl © OT Leora SZ 

1. Learn to know divine love here. “So loved the world.” “Such 
love.” Its greatness, depth, unchangeableness, boundlessness. Love 
is here triumphant over all. ; 

2. Learn here to pray, even in the hour of death. Jesus prayed 
always. In the mountains, in the night, in the fields, in the wilder- 
nesses, in Gethsemane, on the cross. 

3. Cling to the unchangeable relation. Our Father. “He is our 
Father, and we are His children.” With all boldness let us ask Him, 
as dear children ask their dear father. “Nothing can separate us 
from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus.” 

4. Learn here also to forgive, yea, to pray for your enemies. 


? 
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This example needs no commendation. Only look, behold, ponder, 
realize. There never was grief like unto His grief. The offenses 
against us are petty in comparison. R 

May Jesus lifted up draw us all unto Himself! 
IL. 
| Luxe 23, 39—45. 

‘Verily, I say unto thee, To-day shalt thou be with me in paradise.” 


Jesus nailed to the cross. His hands and feet pierced by the 
nails, He had prayed: “Father, forgive,’ ete. A superseription: 
“Jesus,” ete., is placed upon His cross. The cross is raised, and 
with painful jolt it slides into its place. Two malefactors are cruci- 
fied with Him, one to His right, the other to the left. It is fulfilled: 
“He was numbered with the transgressors.” 

Jesus raised upon the cross is visible to the multitude. They 
“stood beholding. And the rulers also with them derided Him, 
saying, He saved others; let Him save Himself, if He be Christ, 
the Chosen of God.” Luke 23, 35. “The soldiers also mocked Him, 
coming to Him and offering Him vinegar,” v. 36. 

In all this He opened not His mouth, 

A voice above that of the mob is heard. One of the malefactors, 
railing, “If thou be Christ,” ete. And. lo, more wonderful, “the 
other, answering, rebuked him,” ete. 

“And he said unto Jesus, Lord, Sander me when Thou comest 
into Thy kingdom.” 

Then spake Jesus the second word from the cross. 


1. The Occasion. 

Note: This malefactor confessed himself a sinner, vv. 40. 41. 

Note: He acknowledges Jesus innocent, v. 41. 

Note: He speaks as in the presence of God, seriously, v. 40. 

Note: He confesses Jesus, Lord, v. 42. Notwithstanding con- 
trary appearances. In spite of contrary influences, unpopularity at 
the moment. | 

Ponder: No ordinary confession here. Remarkable. 

Note: He has knowledge; confesses Jesus as Lord of a kingdom; 
a kingdom ready, prepared, entered into, by death. 

Note: He prays for remembrance, the Lord’s remembrance, the 
kingdom remembrance. Asks no preference, but a Lord’s favor as 
a gift. Places himself into Jesus’ hands. 

This is the occasion of Jesus’ second word from the cross. It is 
the Lord’s answer to the plea of a remorseful sinner who has thrown 
himself. upon that Lord’s tender mercy. 


2. The Meaning. 
“Verily.” Introduces a solemn declaration. In itself an evi- 
dence of the tenderness of the heart that has been touched. 
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“I say unto thee.” “I,” in all the local setting, crucified. “I,” in 
the setting of the confession just made by the malefactor. “I,” in 
the fullness of the infinite meaning of that pronoun when used by 
Him who forever is, and alone really is. I, the eternal Son of God, 
begotten from eternity of the Father, and true man, born of the 
Virgin Mary, your Lord, Lord of lords, I say unto you fallen sinner 
that lookest to me for help, for deliverance, for a place in the kingdom. 

“To-day.” Remember,— when? I,—I? To-day. Not in the 
long distant future, sometime to come. To-day. 

“Shalt thou be with me.” Thou, oh, thou malefactor, with me, 
Lord. “Thou,” “me,” both bodies in weakness and shame on earth. 
Yet, thou with me. Lord and beggar, but beggar with the Lord. 
Conscious union of all that is conscious. 

“In paradise.” Location unknown. But, where Jesus is; and 
where Jesus is, there is paradise. 

Soul-satisfying word this for the dying malefactor. An answer 
of love to the soul that looks to Love for love. — 

1. Learn here that: Our inheritance through Christ is to be 
with Christ. Where is paradise, what is its precise nature? We do 
not know. But we do know that which is characteristic of it and 
of no other existence, namely, that to be in paradise is to be with 
Christ, the Lord, in His kingdom. (Comp. John 14, 3; 17, 24.) 

2. This inheritance is ours through repentance and faith. Both 
in the malefactor; the sorrow of the child and the faith of the child. 
Both, in the presence of the cross, of Jesus. No works; “nothing 
in my hand I bring.” No purgatory. No probation. “Simply to 
Thy cross I eling.” 

3. Learn here to guard against presumption. Say not: Tl take 
the deathbed chance. Remember, only one of the malefactors found 
his Savior ‘there. The other died a scoffer. No, rather learn here 
so to number your days that you may apply your heart unto wisdom, 
the wisdom of how to die that with Christ you may live. 

IT. 
JOHN 19, 25—27. 
‘Woman, behold thy son!” (Disciple,) ‘*behold thy mother!” 


Beside the cross. The first word has passed from ear to ear 
until it lulled itself into silence in the distant hills, and yet, it ever 
resounds sweetly in its reutterance. “Father, forgive,” ete. Word 
of love. The second word: “To-day,” ete., has soothed the aching 
heart of the remorseful malefactor, and we have from it again 
learned to know the perfect Savior. We approach the consideration 
of the third word. 

A small group not far from the cross: Mary, the mother of 
Jesus, Mary, the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. With them 
was John, the disciple whom Jesus loved. 
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Women at the cross. Women closest to the tree of the knowledge 
of good and evil, now closest to the Tree of Life. Intimacy with - 
Satan is here supplanted by intimacy with, the Savior. 

What a sight for His mother! Simeon’s prophecy is here ful- 
filled, Luke 2,.35. Crushing was the blow to David when it was 
told him, Absalom, thy son, is dead. Hear him wail: “Absalom, my 
son,” etc. However, Absalom had been a wayward child; neither 
did David see him suspended between heaven and earth. ‘Verily, 
the sword of life’s severest anguish pierced through Mary’s soul. 

In this her anguish Jesus saw His mother. Make an effort to 
realize that moment. He needed not that any one should tell Him, . 
for He knew what was in man. His eye beheld His mother’s sorrow 
in its greatest depths. Therefore this third word. 

“Woman.” No disrespect; the thought is intolerable concerning 
this dutiful, son. “Woman,” not mother; He would not increase 

‘her anguish one whit. He is speaking to soothe, to comfort. Woman: 
woman in the center of prophecy, blessed among women. Woman: 
remember rather thy historical, biblical character; think back .to 
Eden, recall the promise. I am the Woman’s Seed. I must so suffer 
that Scripture be fulfilled. This is the way to the victory over the | 
Tempter and his hellish sway over the human race. My suffering. 
and death is the mighty maelstrom in which death and hell shall be 
swallowed up in victory. Woman, on this account thou shalt be 
called blessed among women. 

“Behold thy son!” I shall no more walk in the flesh by your 
side. I shall enter by way of the cross to the crown. But I will not 
leave thee friendless, comfortless. My dearest friend will watch 
over thee. The best I had I leave to thee. Such is Jesus’ sympathy 
in the hour of His own great suffering. 

“Son, behold thy mother!” Serving her thou shalt serve me. 
In this way thou wilt be serving thyself. She will be to thee for 
strength and for comfort. — 

‘ 1. Note here: Jesus has compassion in every earthly need. He 
is, first and above all, the Savior from sin. But certainly no less 
is He the Savior from sin’s, consequences. He is a perfect Savior, 
and is able to sympathize with us in every trial, Hebr. 4, 15. The 
thought may arise: Does God care for me? In this vast universe 
in which I am but an insignificant speck, does Jesus have any thought 
for me? This High Priest, who in the depth of His sufferings had 
a thought for His mother and for His disciple, will never leave you 
comfortless. | 

2. Note here: Jesus gives an example in the ordering of earthly 
affairs. Ambrosius says: The dying Jesus gave to the Jews His. 
body, to the Father His spirit, to the mother the guardian, to the 
disciple the mother, to the malefactor paradise, ete. Remember that 
with thy death thou steppest before thy God. In the name of God 


{ 
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‚and in His fear dispose of thy earthly affairs, so that thou needest © 


not be ashamed before His face. Remember widows and orphans. 


3. Jesus teaches the lesson here: Honor father and mother. He 
‘is about a business that concerns heaven and earth, yet He has time 
for His mother. He is suffering Himself, yet He is considerate of 
His mother’s tears. 

4, Jesus teaches us all to do the deeds of friendship. Have a 
heart for the unfortunate! Have a disciple’s interest! Do not 
shirk! Follow up the cross; do not slink away! Be ready to accept 
the sacred trusts of guardianship over widow and orphan, even in 
their poverty. 

May Jesus live more in us! 05 ee ee 


Prayer During Lent. 


Eternal thanks and endless praise be to Thee, O Lamb of God, 
who in obedience to Thy heavenly Father, and out of Thy unspeak- 
able love to our souls, didst enter on such a series of sufferings, which 
we, at this distance of time, cannot contemplate without shuddering. 
How should we have behaved had we, in Thy stead, been destined to 
endure such pains, such mockery, such insults, and abuses? How 
should we have opened our mouths, and poured forth invectives and 
threatenings! But Thou didst stand like a lamb that openeth not 
its mouth. No threatenings or railings came from Thy sacred lips. 
Every one was allowed to vent his malicious rage against Thee, 
every one was allowed to insult and to strike Thee; yet all the pains, 
all the insults and mockeries, Thou didst patiently endure as from 
the hands of Thy righteous Father. The outrageous waves of insults 
and indignities Thou didst permit to pass over Thy tranquil heart, 
being certain that the Father would deliver Thee from this hour, 
would crown Thee with praise and honor, and command every knee 
to bow at Thy sacred name. Grant, O Lord, that this part of Thy 
sufferings may not only occasion a mere transitory emotion in our 
minds, that will vanish at the first appearance of temptation, but 
that it may make an indelible impression on our hearts. Bless this 
part of Thy sufferings to all our souls. May it be a terror to the 
secure, the licentious, and impenitent, that they may hence learn 
what sin is, and how severely it has been punished in Thy sacred 
~ person. Let it be also a comfort to the humble, contrite, and troubled 
spirit, that it may in faith lay hold on the merits of these Thy mani- 
fold sufferings, and be made willing to follow Thee through reproach 
and insults. Grant this for the sake of Thy love! Amen. 

From Meditations and Contemplations on the Sufferings of Our Lord 

and Savior, by J. Rambach. — Communicated by Th. L. B. 


